HAZEDBE N & 7 OEERITHT 3
EHEM Y o —F

HEAFHEFRAEOEYHEE W g ]

MAKFEAES  F

BooR - =

A Functional Approach to the Acquisition of Japanese
Particles wa and ga

Shunji TAHARA and Takehiko ITO

Wa and ga are difficult grammatical items to acqire in both first and second languages
and there are still parts of unsolved problems in their description in the history of gram-

matical theories.

multifunctionality which makes this grammatical issue more complex.

Our approach is based on the view that wa and ga have grammatical

In this paper three

components of the multifunctionality of wa and ga are proposed: (1) syntactic function,

(2) referent-comparison function, and (3) discourse function.

The purpose of this study is

to clarify the process of the acquisition of each function by using psycholinguistic methods
as a first step to discuss the relation among the multiple functions.
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